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THE PRESENT CONDITION OF CHINA WITH
RESPECT TO OUR DUTY AS STUDENTS

By Cuex Tuan B 8§

Viewed from the point of political revolution China seems to have improved
as far as outward appearances are concerned, but the real condition is quite
otherwise. A moment’sr i d in France after the three
Revolutions and in England at the end of the “ War of the Roses” will show clearly
what the present circumstances’in China actually are. It requires quite a volume to
enumerate her social defects in detail ; and though it is impossible to solve all of them
at such a short notice, it is important that some main points be taken up at once. Moral
degeneration, intellectual inactivity as well as physical weakness which are causes of
economic distress are the diseases that hinder her national progress. As students are
especially responsible for our national fate, the duty of remedying these social evils
naturally falls upon their shoulders.

ion of what was

One of the striking facts which the students of politics have observed is that
egoism prevails in China. Most people strive hard to profit at the expense ot their
neighbours. Few can appreciate the idea of mutual helpfulness, by means of which the
social welfare thus promoted in turn henefits the individuals. Besides. mutual helpful-
ness, there are things of public concern that can be done only through self-sacrifice, the
practice of which is at the present an exception rather than the rule. For the improve-
ment of our morals, we students must set an example of moral perfection thus elevating
our own souls and influencing others. In order to attain such an end. it is absolutely
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